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The M-110 8-inch howitzer: Accurate and deadly

INTERCHANGEABLE TUBES
An air-transportable chassis
component could mount an
8-inch howitzer as the
M-110, or a 175mm gun as
the M-107. An experienced
crew could change tubes in
a matter of hours.

READY, AIM Gunner
sights through the
panoramic telescope.

ARMED, DANGEROUS
No. 2 cannoneer
removes the lifting
lug and screws
the fuze onto the
projectile. :

THE SELF-PROPELLED M-110 8-inch howitzer was a corps and
division-level weapon that could bust bunkers, destroy enemy in-
fantry in the open and excel at counter-battery fire. Consisting of
an M2A1E1 8-inch howitzer mounted on a tracked chassis, the
M-110 had a five-man crew in the main vehicle, which carried
only two rounds. The other eight crewmen and basic ammuni-
tion load traveled in an accompanying M-548 tracked vehicle.

The M-110 entered service in 1961. Its 8-inch howitzer used
separate loading or “bagged” ammunition, firing two types of
charges, either the M1 (Green Bag) or M2
(White Bag). The Green Bag consisted of

charges 1 to 5 and was used when engaging ~ Weioht
targets within 10,000 meters. The White '\;\Zggﬁh

Bag, with charges 5 to 7, was used for tar-
gets beyond 8,900 meters out to maximum
range. The bags provided significantly dif-
ferent muzzle velocities, so the unit’s Fire
Direction Center had to be very specific
about which bag to load for a “Charge 57
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M-110 8-inch Howitzer

Sustained Rate of Fire 1 round per 12 minutes

LOCK, LOAD Gun chief
operates the automatic
loader-rammer.

FIRE! No. 1
cannoneer holds
the firing lanyard.

LOADING MECHANISM
Fuzed 200-pound
projectile awaits loading
on the tray of hydraulic
loader-rammer.

DUG IN Spade
is hydraulically
lowered to absorb
recoil during firing.

fire mission. Although it was a nuclear-capable weapon, high-
explosive shells and the M404-improved conventional munitions
with 104 “bomblets” or submunitions constituted the only 8-inch
rounds deployed and fired in Vietnam. Contrary to some reports,
no beehive rounds were developed for the 8-inch, or any other
artillery piece larger than the 105mm howitzer; it was not a prac-
tical round for cannons that used separate loading ammunition.

The M-110’s accuracy and firepower proved critical to the out-
come of several battles, including the defense of Khe Sanh and
many fire bases. The only criticism directed
against it was the howitzer’s “lack of range,”

62,400 Ibs. something solved after Vietnam by extend-
?5 2 2 i ing the barrel, reinforcing the breech and
32 o esmber T providing improved ammunition. The re-
25 calbers (16 . 81n) sulting M-110A2 (with muzzle brake)

served through Operation Desert Storm. Al-
though retired from U.S. service shortly
after century’s end, it continues to serve
with Allied armies around the world. ¥¢

324 statute miles
1,950 ft. per second
2 rounds per minute
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